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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE OFFICE OF HAZZAN
THROUGH THE TALMUDIC PERIOD

What follows is the first chapter of a ground-breaking doctoral
thesis written by Hazzan Hyman I. Sky. He received his Doctor
of Philosophy from The Dropsie University in June 1977.

We believe that this is an important document on many
grounds. First, because it is, to our knowledge, the only study of
this kind available to us. Second, because it illuminates a period
which has heretofore been a mystery to most of us. Third, because
this is a work about hazzanut by a distinguish&d hazzan.

Hazzan Sky is a talented member of a well-known rabbinic fam-
ily and with this work carries on a family tradition of scholarship
and service. He is currently the hazzan of Beth Shalom Congregation
in Kansas City, Missouri.

We are grateful to The Dropsie University for permission to
reprint this chapter which stands very well on its own, since it is,
in essence, a summary of the entire dissertation.
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PREFACE

It is in the nature of a truism to state that Jewish

history is as much a study of principal Jewish institutions

as it is of the develounent  of its legal system or a study

of the lives and influences of its dominant personalities,

The two major institutions that provided the dominant foci

for Jewish religious life were the Sanctuary in Jerusalem

and the ubiquitous synagogue. A part of the Talmudic sources'

treatment of these institutions was an examination of their

functionaries. A functionary common to both the Temple and

the synagogue was the bazzan (haknesseth). After the Destruc-

tion we still find a synagogue bazzan. He is joined, however,

by two additional functionaries, the shaliab tzibbur and the

meturgeman. At the same time, he is confronted by two addi-

tional functions, oveir/yoreid lifnei hateibah and poreis

et/al Shema.

In general terms, the thrust of this study is directed

towards eliciting (a) the etymology of the term "bazzan,"

(b) the function of the Temple hazzan, (c) the function of

the synagogue bazzan during both the Tannaitic and Pmoraic

periods, (d) the underpinnings of the needs that led to the

eventuation of a ahaliab tzibbur and the nature of hie minis-

trations, (e) the nature of the function of the oveir/yorefd

and who performed it and finally and similarly, (f) the

nature of the function of the poreis and who performed it.
































































































































